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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC§103 
Claim Objections 

1. Claims 5, 7, are objected to because of the following informalities: "standard size" 
should be modified to define what is consider to a standard size object or structure. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 

such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. AppUcant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claims 1-9, 13-16, and 18-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Foote, US Patent No. 4,106,062, in view of Domnitz, US Patent No. 6,912,398. 

Foote discloses an apparatus for producing magnetically encoded articles (devices) 
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comprising: providing an ID label 9 (address information) for use in a delivery of the articles; 
receiving an identification code emitted from the magnetic apparatus associated with the ID code 
9 (see col. 4, Unes 46-68); and comparing information associated with the identification with 
information associated with the ID label ( see col. 4, line 35+ and figs. 2-4). 
Re claim 2, the ID label 9 is a mailing label (see figure 4). 

Re claim 3, verifying that the identification code emitted from the magnetic apparatus 
correspond to an address that matches a delivery address on the ID label (successfiil verification) 
(see col. 4, hnes 46-49). 

Re claim 4, inserting each magnetic device into an envelope for mailing; and applying the 
ID label onto the envelope (stuffing and providing data to the envelope) (see col. 5, lines 23-45 
and col. 7, lines 8-15). 

Re claim 5, the billing statement is considered to of a standard size for a billing statement 
(see figure 1) 

Re claim 6, the devices use elastic material to secure the components thereon thru hot- 
stamping process (see col. 4, lines 4-34). 

Re claims 7-9, the device is a standard size credit card (figs. 2-3; col. 7, hne 15). 

Re claim 13, wherein the compared information is address information, including name 
(the panel 9 includes both the name and the address) (see figure 4). 

Re claims 15, 18, 24, and 25, the printer 37 serves as the labeler; the information is 
verified by comparing the output information from a database 70 (register 70-13) and the output 
information read from the read head 33 (magnetic information) with the information recorded on 
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the card (visual indicia/ address information); a processor is inherently included for processing 
the information (see col. 6, lines 29-35). 

Re claims 20-21, these limitations have been discussed above (see claims 13 and 14). 
Re claims 22 and 23, the delivery is through postal service, wherein the postal service 
serves as courier service for delivering the mail (see col. 5, lines 43-46). 

Foote teaches that the address information is encoded onto a magnetic stripe, but fails to 
disclose or fairly suggests an RFID for storing said address information. 

Dommitz discloses an apparatus and method for delivering information to an individual 
based on location and/or time comprising: a credit card having an RFID for proving individual' 
identification (see col. 5, lines 24-32) 

In view of the teachings of Dommitz, it would have been obvious for a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Foote to employ 
the well-known RFID in lieu of the magnetic stripe or to incorporate the RFID in conjunction 
with magnetic stripe to provide an altemating means for verifying the address information. Such 
modification would a more convenient mechanism for verifying the address information, 
without physical contacts, which would eliminate ware and tear in the device. Furthermore, by 
having non-contact verification would expedite the verification process by providing fast, 
reliable, accurate data collection without human error or replication. Therefore, it would have 
been an obvious extension as taught by Foote. 

Re claim 16, the modified system of Foote and Dommitz is capable of reading the 
identification code at anytime of the mail processing. 
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5. Claims 10-12 ,17, and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Foote as modified by Dommitz as applied to claims above, and further in view of Tilles et al, US 
patent No. 5,518,122. 

Foot as modify by Dommitz fails to disclose or fairly suggests that the labeler provides 
the label after packaging the device and wherein the ID label is read after being applied to the 
package and that the ID label includes a bar code. 

Tilles et al disclose a modular mail processing method and control comprising: a labeler 
225, a bar code printer 230 and a verify bar code reading 235, the labeler 225 is for printing the 
labels on outgoing mail; in addition, pieces of mail traveling through the system has a bar code 
printed thereon for fiiture sorting, either at another location or intemally; a data base of 
addresses for verifying the address information read by either the bar code reader 220 or the 
optical character reader 215 (see col. 8, line 48+). 

In view of Tilles et al's teachings, it would have been obvious for a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the teachings of 
Foote as modified by Dommitz to include a labeler for labeling the package and to 
include bar code encoder to encode a bar code onto the label. Such modification would 
prevent mislabeling of packages wherein the information would be obtained from the 
database or from RFID device so accurate information is printed onto the label. With 
regard to having a bar code symbol having the information thereon would provide an 
alternating means for cross-referencing the information from the label to assure the 
packages are sorted, routed accordingly. Therefore, it would have been an obvious 
extension as taught by the Foote as modified by Dommitz. 
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Conclusion 



6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Shakespeare, US Pub. 2004/0131760. Labrec et al, US patent No. 6,817,530. Castro 
et al, US Pub. 2005/010471. Huang, US pub. 2005/- 177480, 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel St.Cyr whose telephone number is 571-272-2407. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published appUcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
apphcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2876 
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